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WE’'RE READY TO SUPPORT

THE MAYOR - BUT IS HE READY

TO SUPPORT OUR TRADE AT
LONG LAST?

Welcome back to this month’s
edition of the Badge, an absolute
“must read” for all the half
sensible among us.

In this month’s Badge we have
several stories regarding our newly
elected Mayor... none of which hold
him in a good light.

The Club will always support the
incumbent Mayor if he wants to
work with and support the taxi
trade, but again, | am struggling to
tick that box.

Unlicensed PH freely working in
London, TfL taking advertising
revenue from oil and gas
companies whilst he extends the
ULEZ zone and takes three years
off our age limit... | won’t bore you
anymore, it’s all in the Badge for
your delectation.

A big shock for owners of E5 Vito
owners with the EG retro fit
seemingly scrapped. Again you
don't have to listen to a mate’s

cousin who heard a fella in
the cafe, the owner of HJS
whose company was doing
the refit speaks exclusively to
the Badge to get the facts out
there.

He informs me that he has
NOT given up on the Vito,
and is pushing ahead with
the TX4 system.

The whole purpose of the
Badge is to keep the trade up
to date with news and
information and | believe it’s
the best out there by a
country mile.

With also a cracking

unbeaten legal team with a
record, if after reading this

edition you still don't want to
join up... may | suggest the
Beano or Dandy for your
further reading pleasure...
keep well.

Grant

CALL US TODA
07957 465423

elh-laxirentals.co.uk

PAYTON’S SOLICITORS

Suite 12, Temple Chambers,
3, Temple Avenue,

London EC4Y OHP

We at the LCDC don’t often bang our own drum when it
comes to helping our members with their legal troubles. A
lot of the cases which come our way with members are quite
sensitive and we respect their wishes to keep things in house
and out of the paper which I can fully appreciate.

However, not only do Payton’s Solicitors offer our members
a 24 Hour Duty Solicitor 365 days a year, but since getting
involved with the Club, our solicitor Keima Payton has the
distinction of having a 100% success rate in all her cases which

she has handled on behalf of the Club’s members.

Keima Payton has a fearsome reputation in court and should
ever the need arise you will find no one better able to fight
your corner and save your Badge than Keima.

- Grant Davis, LCDC Chairman

Tel: 0207 405 1999
FAX: 0207 405 1991
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Wolverhampton minicabs in London
A growing concern for passenger
safety and aiso fair competition

Last Saturday, |
encountered a red private
hire vehicle (PHV) in a back
street in Brixton.

Watching as four people
entered the car, | noted
something that has become
all too frequent lately: the
PHV was licensed by
Wolverhampton City Council,
as the photo shows. This
could be a sign of a bigger
issue brewing in London.

The Cross-Border
Hiring Dilemma

The legality of cross-border
hiring is due to existing case
law and permissible
subcontracting. If the "triple
lock" is observed - meaning
the operator, vehicle, and
driver are licensed by the
same authority and
provisions are correctly made
- it is lawful for the vehicle to
fulfill a booking outside its
licensed area.

A Call to Action London public. Without
stringent regulations and
enforcement, London risks
becoming a hotbed for
potentially unsafe PH
operations. The need for a
coherent and unified
regulatory approach has
never been more urgent.

The current situation is
untenable and calls for
immediate action from TfL
and the Mayor to increase
lobbying action. We would
also question why TfL is not
highlighting and warning the

However, this incident raises
a crucial question: why would
a passenger in Brixton book
a minicab licensed in
Wolverhampton?

This is not the first time
Wolverhampton minicabs
have been discussed in the
context of London, and it
certainly won'’t be the last.
The implications for
Londoners are concerning.

Since neither the vehicle nor
the driver are licensed with
Transport for London (TfL),
how can passengers be
assured of their safety? TfL
has the ability to conduct
compliance inspections of
TfL-licensed vehicles,
checking driver credentials,
vehicle insurance, and
roadworthiness. This is not
the case with Wolverhampton
vehicles and drivers.

The VAT Position

One reason behind the
influx of out-of-town vehicles
in London could be related to
VAT. In London, there is now
a requirement for operators,
licensed under 1998 PHV
London act, who accept a

private hire booking to enter
into a contractual obligation
to provide the journey as
‘principal.” This was due to a
declaration sought by Uber in
2021. Though the declaration
wasn’t a HMRC/Tax ruling, it
has those implications.

HMRC VAT Notice 700/25
indicates that operators
acting as principal must apply
a 20% VAT charge on the full
fare.

Uber sought the same
declaration for PH operators
outside London, licensed
under the LGMPA 1976,
leading to a ruling that all PH
operators in England should
contract as principal.

However, major PH
companies outside London,
such as Delta and Veezu,
appealed the 1976 act
decision, and the original
verdict was overturned. This
creates a clear and worrying
distinction between the two
Acts.

The Competitive
Disadvantage for London-
Based PH Operators

Some established London
PH operators have already
obtained licences in
Wolverhampton, using those
vehicles to fulfill bookings
that start and end in the
capital. This may give them a
competitive advantage over
other London operators that
might apply the 20% VAT
charge, whereas using the
Wolverhampton licence there
could be a 0% VAT charge,
depending on type of
operation.

This raises a critical
question: why would London-
based PH companies remain
licensed by TfL? They could
all relocate their licensing
outside of London while
continuing to fulfill bookings
within the capital. This would
render TfL compliance
checks ineffective, potentially
compromising passenger
safety.

ST T L T H

e S, e S0 N0 | T I
O 0 8| TT2
Oy FNE LT RO A FPLAL HL TV IL T TSRO0
% AFPLAL PO TR RO COM T EH IR S T RS S Iy s
SUSIUSTICY PO LN e
[RLASTRA NI ALk 0 T

Ragal Lasds pil Py
Sitmmd |omchon Wi 24 201
(BT LR e ]
Malme
LTI S A L 1S
Limlr PSR K LS
il
LAY JUSTILE ELISARETIE LIS
Tarsism
LN R A L L R LI EER R Eirsl Agpmiani
AE VRN BHELTGS LESIE D [P RIS pr————
anal
LRI AEAT AR LI LEREST T

g o b K e R i e i sl B Nl el Pas i 8 05
SERLSE FLTR P P

Aoy il N esmprrt Bl gl Wl Rasd formey e wal b A gprial |pw | il
o fa mressl Lajadia
Epapin Bl b gl Feuid pmme D imrmeed = Blegas ] =il inmaessd 117
Lo s W el

| gy ki (PR

Approved Jadgzawenn

Tha oy m b btk | Chomos rwemeia b v il 1 M gy W0
i Br Pl Pl A lrern

[ 2 (N RN 1=

[ PIRTE SITRTS S P TP = P [




4

Issue 297 July 2024

MORE THAN 200 ADVERTISING GRMPRIGNS FOR MAJOR

OIL AND GAS GOMPANIES AGROSS LONDON'S TRANSPORT
NETWORK DESPITE KHAN'S VOW FOR ZERO GARBON GITY

More than 200 advertising
campaigns for major oil and
gas companies have been
displayed across London’s
public transport network
since Sadiqg Khan set out his
plan to make the capital a
“zero carbon city”.

The mayor said in his 2018
environment strategy that he
was “passionate about taking
the lead and using the powers
at my disposal to boost
London’s green economy and
deliver sustainable growth”.

But campaigners at Friends of
the Earth say that since the
publication of that strategy, the
number of ads placed by fossil
fuel companies across the
Transport for London (TfL)
estate is “undermining” his
environmental policies.

According to data obtained
through Freedom of Information
requests by climate news
service DeSmog, some 237
advertising campaigns for oil
and gas giants BP, Shell,
ExxonMobil and Equinor were
displayed across the TfL estate
since April 2018.

The figures come after UN
Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres in June urged every
country to ban advertising from
fossil fuel companies, likening it
to the restrictions placed in
many nations on ads for
“products that harm human
health, like tobacco”.

TfL said it reviews adverts on a
“case-by-case basis” and that
all comply with guidance issued
by the Advertising Standards
Authority (ASA).

A large majority of the ads
were placed by BP, with TfL
displaying 168 campaigns from
the company during the
2019/20 financial year alone.

Each campaign ranged from
between one and 20 posters,
TfL said, meaning that the full
set of campaigns contained

ﬂ
H

within the FOI data likely
amounted to thousands of
posters.

Jamie Peters, climate
coordinator at Friends of the
Earth, said that by running the
adverts, TfL is “undermining the
London mayor’s progressive
zero carbon goals”.

He said: “You can’t claim to
champion green action while
offering the companies
responsible for driving climate
breakdown such a vast platform
to push their greenwashing
campaigns. Enabling such
activity is what has delayed vital
progress to date and led to the
increasing weather extremes
we’re now seeing worldwide.

“Many of London’s most
prominent institutions are
breaking ties with the fossil fuel
sector, which clings on for dear
life and to their good names —
TfL must follow suit and get fully
behind the green transition.”

Responding, a TfL spokesman
said: “All advertising copy on

our network is reviewed on a
case-by-case basis against
TfL’s published advertising
policy which also requires
advertisers to comply with ASA
Guidance and Committees of
Advertising Practice (CAP)
Codes.

“Advertising copy pertaining to
fossil fuel extraction, or copy
submitted for brands affiliated
with fossil fuel extraction, must
meet the environmental
guidance of the advertising
industry regulators.”

Mr Khan vowed following his
re-election in May to “double
down” in his efforts to achieve
net zero carbon emissions in
London. He has said that he
wants the capital to reach net
zero in 2030 — a full two
decades ahead of the
Government’s UK-wide target
of 2050.

The world’s largest oil and gas
companies have all rejected
accusations that they are guilty
of ‘greenwashing’ and insist
they are taking critical steps to

reduce their environmental
impacts.

BP aims “to be a net zero
company by 2050 or sooner”
and says it wants “to help the
world get to net zero”, with Shell
setting a similar target and
promising to provide “more and
cleaner energy solutions in a
responsible way”.

ExxonMobil says it is
“committed to creating
sustainable solutions that
improve quality of life and meet
society’s evolving needs”, while
Equinor has said it “supports
the Paris Agreement” and is
transitioning into “a broader
energy company, reducing the
carbon intensity of our products
in the process”.

It is understood that many of
the adverts included in the FOI
data were promoting the
companies’ investments in
developing clean energy
technologies.

However, according to the
International Energy Agency,

the oil and gas industry globally
invested around $20billion in
clean energy in 2022, which is
only about 2.5 per cent of its
total capital spending.

TfL is itself aiming by 2030 to
have a zero-emission bus fleet,
and to power the whole of its
operations — including the Tube
system — entirely with
renewable energy.

Since February 2019, TfL has
imposed a ban on the
advertising of junk food —
generally comprising foods high
in calories from sugar or fat, or
high in salt. Mr Khan said the
measure was introduced in an
attempt to combat child obesity.

Over the last year, the ban has
resulted in the removal of a
poster for a West End theatre
play because it included an
image of a wedding cake, and
another poster for a show by
the comedian Ed Gambile,
because it featured a hot dog.

Courtesy of the BBC

L.G.D.C LEADERS NOT FOLLOWERS
Stop talking about it and JOIN! ©20.73%

CAB DRIVERS
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KHAN U-TURN DESPITE TRANSPORT GOMMITTEE
GALLS FOR OVERHAUL IN TAXI AND PHV SEGTOR

The Transport Commiittee,
chaired by Keith Prince AM,
has presented crucial findings
and recommendations to
Mayor Sadiq Khan following
an extensive investigation
into the Taxi and Private Hire
Vehicle (PHV) industry in
London. This investigation
was prompted by ongoing
challenges in the sector,
culminating in a meeting held
in January 2024.

The Committee’s investigation
was driven by the
announcement of a new Taxi
and Private Hire Action Plan by
Mayor Khan on 21 December
2023. The meeting featured
prominent figures, including
Helen Chapman and Christina
Calderato from Transport for
London (TfL), Steve McNamara
from the Licensed Taxi Drivers
Association (LTDA), Mariusz
Zabrocki from FREENOW,
Steve Wright MBE from the
Licensed Private Hire Car
Association (LPHCA), and
Asher Moses from Sherbet -
The Electric Taxi Company.

Key Issues and
Recommendations

New Taxi and Private Hire
Action Plan:

The Committee emphasised
the need for an updated action
plan to replace the outdated
2016 version. Over the past
decade, there has been a
substantial increase in PHVs

and a decline in black taxis.
Steve McNamara pointed out
that policies to phase out older,
more polluting taxis have further
reduced taxi numbers, resulting
in significant financial losses.

TfL confirmed that the new plan
would address both the taxi and
PHV industries. Key
suggestions included revisiting
the vehicle age limit, expanding
the range of Zero Emissions
Capable (ZEC) vehicles,
making taxis more affordable,
and considering additional
exemptions for black taxis due
to their accessibility features.

Affordability of Taxi Vehicles:

Concerns were raised about the
high cost of the sole ZEC taxi
model available, which has
contributed to a decline in taxi
drivers. Mariusz Zabrocki

highlighted the lack of
competition in the market, while
Asher Moses pointed out issues
with vehicle reliability and
maintenance costs. Despite the
vehicle's high quality, the lack of
competition remains a
significant barrier. The
Committee supports extending
the Plug-in Taxi Grant (PiTG)
beyond April 2025 and calls for
VAT exemption for accessible
vehicles.

Supporting More Drivers to
Complete the Knowledge:

The decline in Knowledge
applicants, particularly among
women, is a pressing issue.
The Committee suggested
making the Knowledge more
modular and flexible, allowing
candidates to study alongside
their jobs. Initiatives like
FREENOW's funding for

Knowledge study have shown
promise, with significant interest
from prospective drivers. The
Committee also supports
targeted efforts to increase
female participation in the
Knowledge.

Licensing Issues Affecting
Drivers:

Updates to TfL’s Taxi and PHV
Driver Policy have led to
disproportionate license
suspensions for minor speeding
infractions, creating significant
stress for drivers. Steve
McNamara described the
enforcement changes and
numerous 20mph limits as
devastating. The Committee
called for a review of TfL's
enforcement approach,
emphasising the need for
proportionality and faimess.
They also urged TiL to reform
the tone of its correspondence
with drivers and ensure the
appeals process remains
independent and transparent.

Current Licensing Figures:

The latest figures for the week
ending 14 July 2024 are as
follows:

- **Taxi driver licences:** 17,208
(a decrease of 2 from the
previous week, with 2 new
licences issued).

- **All London licences:**
15,447

- **Suburban licences:** 1,786
- **Taxi vehicle licences:**
14,650 (a decrease of 9 from

the previous week, with 16 new
licences issued).

- **Zero Emission Capable
(ZEC) taxis:** 8,551

- **Private hire driver licences:**
107,774 (an increase of 159
from the previous week, with
205 new licences issued).

- **Private hire vehicle
licences:** 93,231 (an increase
of 121 from the previous week,
with 351 new licences issued).
- **Private hire operator
licences:** 1,767 (an
increase of 1 from the
previous week, with 4 new
licences issued).

Moving Forward

The Transport Committee’s
recommendations aim to
address the critical issues
facing London’s taxi and PHV
industry, ensuring a
sustainable and fair future for
all stakeholders. These
include developing a
comprehensive engagement
plan for the new Taxi and
Private Hire Vision, consulting
on incorporating new forms of
transport like pedicabs,
increasing market
competition, and supporting
drivers through a fairer
licensing and enforcement
system.

Keith Prince AM expressed
hope that Mayor Khan and
TfL will take these
recommendations on board
to support the taxi and PHV
industry moving forward.

Flip-flopping Sadiq - the Mayor’s Dramatic PH Cap U-turn

By Dan O’Regan

Readers might recall that during his
first term, the recently re-elected
Mayor Sadiq Khan called for the
ability from the government to cap
the number of private hire vehicles
(PHVs) in the capital. The lack of
power is due to current legislation; if
an applicant meets requirements,
Transport for London is obliged to
issue a PHV licence.

At that time, the Mayor was very vocal,
both at the London Assembly and
within the media, about the necessity
for such capacity. He presented a
compelling argument in his letter to the
then Transport Minister Chris Grayling.
The letter clarified a disputed lobbying
claim:

"There has been a significant increase
in recent years, which is unsustainable
in terms of congestion and air quality

and for drivers who are struggling to
make enough money to support
themselves and their families."

The letter, dated April 2017, noted that
private hire vehicle numbers stood at a
hefty 87,400.

Fast forward seven years, and we
see an astonishing 5,700 increase! If
you then factor in diminishing road
space, the huge increase in cycle
lanes, the rise in low traffic
neighborhoods, and a recent report
that found London roads to be the
most congested in Europe for the
third year running, the problem of
congestion has worsened.

The Club was shocked when, at June’s
commissioners meeting, upon asking
the Deputy Mayor for Transport Seb
Dance if the Mayor still had the desire
for the ability to cap PH vehicles, we
were told he doesn’t!

Speculation abounds as to why the
Mayor has performed this spectacular

U-turn. Especially when, in the lead-up
to the general election, he extolled the
virtues of a Labour mayor and
government, and how he could achieve
more. Maybe he never had any
intention to cap, using the issue as a
political football, knowing the former
government would never grant him that
ability? Or maybe he just doesn’t care
that our roads are gridlocked?

The Transport Committee’s call for a
comprehensive overhaul in the Taxi
and PHV sector, along with Mayor
Khan's policy reversal on capping
PHVs, highlights the ongoing
challenges and political complexities
within London's transportation system.
The Committee's recommendations
aim to create a sustainable and
equitable environment for drivers and
passengers alike, while the Mayor’s
shifting stance raises questions about
the future direction of London's
transport policies.
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Sadiq Khan’s blanket
20mph speed limits across
the capital have cost
Londoners stuck in traffic
jams an extra working day
every year, new figures
have suggested.

Delays on roads managed by
the Greater London Authority
(GLA) increased by six per cent
between 2019 and 2023,
analysis of Department for
Transport (DfT) data by The
Telegraph found.

It comes after Mr Khan, the
Labour mayor of London,
introduced his Vision Zero
policy in 2018, which included
pledges to cut the capital’s
speed limits to 20mph.

This was fully achieved by
2020, Transport for London
(TfL) has previously said,
adding that lower speed limits
mean fewer people are killed or
seriously injured in traffic
collisions.

On average, Londoners
travelling by car or taxi faced
delays of 104.5 seconds for
every mile travelled in 2019.

By 2023 that had increased to
110.8 seconds per mile,
according to DfT data published
on Thursday.

With the average London car
racking up 5,600 miles a year,
over a 12-month period those
seconds of delay add up to nin
hours and 48 minutes.

'EXTRA DAY A YEAR IN
TRAFFIGC JAM

10 20MPH LIMIT'

It means Londoners now spend
the equivalent of an extra
working day per year stuck in
traffic jams.

Meanwhile, average speeds on
A-roads controlled by the GLA
decreased from 14.2mph in
2019 to 13.6mph in calendar
year 2023.

The authority did not respond to
a request for comment.

Nationwide, Britain’s roads got
worse during the financial year
2023-24 ending in March,
according to the latest DfT
figures.

Delays on England’s
motorways and major A roads
reached record levels, with
journeys on the nation’s
strategic road network (SRN)
being delayed by an average of
10.6 seconds per mile travelled

in the 12 months to the end of
March. That is the longest delay
in records dating back to 2015,
although the DfT said the delay
figures are averaged out over
time and so do not reflect the
impact of congestion.

‘impact of roadworks’

Rod Dennis, senior policy
officer for the RAC, said: “It's
concerning to see annual
delays on motorways and major
A-roads appear to have hitan
all-time high, but this is perhaps
a further sign of just how
important vehicles are to
people’s lives.

“There could be a number of
reasons for the increase,
including higher traffic volumes
— which are well on their way to
returning to pre-Covid levels —
and the impact of roadworks,
including the rolling programme

of adding new refuge areas to
smart motorways.”

A spokesman for National
Highways, which is responsible
for the SRN, said: “We know
delays are frustrating, but a
number of factors contribute to
slower-moving traffic.

“The make-up of vehicles on
the road is changing, with more
HGVs and larger vehicles
together with less cars. This
brings average speeds down.

“Our programme of
improvements will result in long
term benefits for motorists —
shorter and more reliable
joumneys as well as safer and
smoother roads.”

A spokesman for the Mayor of
London, on behalf of the GLA,
said: “Comprehensive TiL data

suggests that journey times on
the TfL road network actually
remain at similar levels to those
in 2019, while analysis from
around the UK suggests that
lower speed limits have not
increased congestion.

‘London has made trailblazing
efforts to reduce congestion
levels and help people travel
more sustainably. Roadworks
are the biggest cause of
delays in cities — which is why
the Mayor’s Infrastructure
Coordination Service is
working with boroughs and
utility companies to deliver the
pioneering Lane Rental
Scheme, helping to save
London road users over 1,250
days of roadworks since
2019.

“London was also the first city in
the world to implement a
Congestion Charge, reducing
congestion by 30 per cent and
avoiding millions of car
journeys. We are also investing
in a high-quality public transport
network, and a network of
cycleways and school streets,
to make it easier for Londoners
to leave their cars at home and
travel sustainably, keeping
roads clear for those who have
no choice but to drive.

“Through all these measures,
we're delivering a greener,
healthier, and more efficient
London for everyone.”

Courtesy of The Telegraph
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T1L GEASE PROGRESS ON VITO APPLIGATION -
AND ALSO REGOMMEND TX4 TRIAL PAUSE

Unfortunately, early last
week, TfL have ceased any
further progress on the
Vito application.

As per a previous update,
HJS have been really
unlucky with the Vito at the
final Millbrook test where the
original diesel particulate
filter has failed prematurely
causing a negative result for
particulate matter (this filter
was replaced with new at the
start of this process as per
TfL instructions, HJS do not
manufacture or supply this
part).

We have on several
occasions invited TfL to
discuss these results and
have suggested that an
annual, professional test be
implemented to ensure that
any such failures are
identified and addressed.

After a long period of silence
on this topic, TfL finally
responded and confirmed
their position on Monday of
last week.

Shortly after receiving the
official notification on the
Vito, TfL also stated their
position with the TX4 which
has now stood still for a
similar amount of time
waiting for TfL to complete a
mid-durability test
inspection.

The TX4 has so far
faultlessly completed 5k
miles of the 10k mile on road
durability significantly
reducing NOx emissions by
an impressive level.

In this notification letter, TfL
state that “We have not yet
concluded our consideration
of these issues (referring to
the Vito) so we recommend
pausing the durability trial for
the TX4 to avoid HJS and
TfL incurring potentially
unnecessary costs. Should
you wish to continue with the
trial this will be at your own
risk”.

Despite the responses
received from TfL, HJS
remain committed to seeking
ways to deliver the project
which will benefit Londoners
and the taxi driving
community. When we initially
commenced this project 4
years ago our aim was to
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assist taxi drivers who had
recently lost three years of

vehicle life whilst
simultaneously improving on
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the quality of London’s air.

This, more than ever
remains to be our goal so
please be rest assured that
we will not stop in our
attempts to help you all.

Mark Cooper
Head of Sales and Business
Development (UK)

HJS Emission Technology
Ltd
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WE’RE CAB DRIVERS;

Tfl DON’T LIKE US!

The actions of successive
Mayors and TfL make it hard
to dispute the opinion that
they are constructively trying
to get rid of London’s Taxis.

Since TfL took over, they first
imposed a 15 year age limit
on cabs, taking perfectly road-
worthy cabs off the road for
no good reason. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that this
had an effect on older drivers
(60 plus), who have
consistently made up about
25% of total drivers during
this century. Drivers who
intended retiring when their
current cab came off the road,
retired earlier, rather than
have the burden of forking out
for a new or newer cab.

This would not have been so
bad if this had been imposed
on cabs applying for a first
plate. To impose it on a driver
retrospectively, that had
intended to run a vehicle for
longer, it was plainly unfair.

On top of that, they
decided to do it all over
again and reduce the age
limits on diesel cabs not
meeting Euro VI standards
to 12 years in 2018, with a
similar impact on drivers
nearing retirement. How on
earth are we supposed to
make our business forecasts
into the future when we
cannot be sure that TfL will
not change the rules
retrospectively? How do you
operate when a cab has
been budgeted over 15
years and then mid-way
through, discover that its life
has been reduced by 20%
and you have been under-
budgeting for 7/8 years?

How many drivers truly
believe that the Euro 6 TX or
TXe they bought will get to 15
years without TfL changing
the rules again and reducing
any cabs not fully electric to a
12 year life? It’s total
ballcocks.

IT GETS WORSE

Ascotts, a main dealer, have
closed their diesel repair
shop. It's too embarrassing
for them to keep telling TX
owners that they cannot
source genuine parts. What a
disgrace on the part of TfL for
the way they have managed
the change from a diesel to
an electric cab fleet.

A third of the fleet are still
diesel taxis — 5,226 taxis —
and they can no longer get
repairs done at one of the
trade’s leading garages.

L
g

ARE THEY REALLY
TRYING TO GET RID
OF US?

If you study stats, then yes, it
really looks like they are.

When the GLA FP (Future
Proof) report came out in
2014 that was meant to
safeguard our future and
which TfL largely ignored, we
had a fleet of 25,546 drivers
and 22,597 cabs. This was
when Apps such as Uber
really began to motor. At that
time PH was 275% larger in
size than the cab trade.

Due largely to TfL inaction
on PH and over-reaching
regulation on taxis, by
January 2020, just prior to the
Covid outbreak, we had
reduced to a fleet of 20,527
cabs and 23,368 drivers, a
reduction of 9%.

Meanwhile, PH had grown
rapidly, increasing drivers by
51% to 107,321 (450% higher
than cab driver numbers). It
wasn’t a surprise because
Future Proof categorically
warned of something like this
happening. What did TPH
do? Pretended they had
never seen the report.

It went on. After Covid, our
numbers had dropped and
made something of a
recovery by the start of 2022.
By then, the number of
drivers had fallen by 23% on
the 2014 FP figure and cabs
had fallen by more than a
third.
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Meanwhile, in the same
period PH numbers had only
fallen slightly since pre-covid
and still 42% higher than in
2014.

POST - PANDEMIC:
THE PRESENT

We are truly up s**t creek.
The rot continues for us, while
PH are doing OK. Now that
everything has returned to
normal, PH driver numbers
have returned to the pre-
pandemic high and PHVs
have actually grown 6% since
then.

What about us. Our numbers
continue to fall, even after the
pandemic fall-out. Taxi driver
numbers have fallen by
another 13% in the last 18
months to a total of 17,234
drivers (against 25,546 in
2014).

The fleet has increased
slightly in this period by 2% to
14,666 (against 22,597 in
2014). However, this rise may
not continue in the light of the
diesel repair situation.

AND THEN IT GETS EVEN
WORSE AND TpH SING
“LA LA LA”

We are not replacing older
drivers with new ones at a
fast enough rate. KOL
numbers are frightening, if
unsurprising.

In 2000 BU (before Uber)
there were 3419 KOL
applications and 1073 new

drivers passed out.

By 2023 AU (After Uber)
there were only 566 KOL
applications and 121 new
drivers.

JUST LOOK AT THOSE
FIGURES AGAIN

In the first half of this year,
there have been only 246
KOL applications and 43 new
drivers.

There may be some of us
that think these figures are a
good thing. More work for
those of us already in the
lifeboat. But it’s still only a
lifeboat. If we continue to
shrink, we will cease to be an
important part of London’s
transport system. How long
before we are nothing but a
tourist attraction.

History has a tendency to
repeat itself. The cab trade in
the 1960s, through the 70s,
drove on roads paved with
gold. There were far too few
taxis to satisfy demand and
taxi drivers were coining it.
Such a situation never lasts.
Its an economic fact that if
there is an unfilled demand,
someone will eventually
supply that demand.

In our case, that led to the
birth of the minicab in the
1960s, that was 60,000
strong by the 1980s and we
all know what has happened
since.

It's the same deal. If we
don’t grow to meet demand,

Walker on the March...

then PH will grow instead.
We are in a situation of
under-supply and that can
only last short-term

TfL must sort out the KOL.
They accept the problem
but only tinker around the
edges to try and solve it.
They need to do two things
and neither are where they
are focussing — on
advertising the KOL. They
need to sort out the
administration. The KOL
does not need watering
down in any way but even
so, it should not take more
than an average 2 years to
complete. A university
degree only takes 3 years,
as do many professional
qualifications such as
accounting.

The other thing is the Apps
must be prevented from e
hailing. Currently, a new
driver is faced with a choice
of taking 6 weeks to
become a plastic taxi driver
or 4 years to become a
proper taxi driver. Unless
such a person is
economically illiterate, there
isn’t a choice; become an e
taxi driver.

ALL CHANGE WITH THE
ELECTION

While | heartily congratulate
Caroline Pidgeon on being
sent up to the House of
Lords, the trade has lost the
best friend it will ever have on
the GLA.

The other side of that coin is
Peter Hendy, former boss of
TfL. Apart from reportedly
spending part of his £565,000
salary on a £140 p.hr brass,
he masterminded the slide of
the taxi trade. When giving
evidence to the GLA
Transport Committee back in
2015-16, it became clear that
he was a bit cosy with Uber
and if he didn’t actually
promote PH Apps picking up
off the street, he didn’t do
anything at all to try and stop
them.

It was a good day for us the
day he left office at TfL.
Tragically, Keir Starmer has
just made him Minister for
Transport. | think we have to
assume that the life of the taxi
trade is about to get a lot
harder than it already is.

There is a chink of light in
that Hendy is 71 years old.
With luck, he’ll retire soon or
maybe get himself in trouble
with the ladies of the night
again and have to resign.
Fingers crossed.



BREAKING NEWS: INTRODUGING

Tried and Tested

ERAD replacement for £1795 +VAT fitted

(1 year Warranly - see terms and conditions)

Automotive Surgeon for your Black Cab

Call 020 8591 0700 Mon to Fri 9-5pm

Grant: Irfan, thank you for the
opportunity to break this
exclusive story to the taxi
Trade, via the Badge.

Irfan: No problem Grant, nice to see
you again.
Grant: Irfan, can you start off by

telling the cab trade how this

all came about please because

| know this will be great news for
all concerned owners of

TXE taxis.

Irfan: Yes of course, at IDTAXIS we were
keen to strengthen the cab trade
for Vehicles “outside of warranty”
and we were aware that was
developing in the taxi trade where
owners of TXe taxis were
becoming very anxious
that once out of warranty the
cost of keeping a TXe was
becoming a major worry and with
LEVC recently increasing the cost
of their warranties to around
£5,500 ( potentially £6,500 with
additional costs) many of them
said that they were playing “
Russian Roulette” in keeping
their cab out of warranty.

Many drivers | know are scared
of not being in warranty
especially with the Erad being the
major worry. | know this news will
make the driver feel a bit more
secure and hopefully keep their
lovely cab they now have

and not have to go running to the
shop to buy a new taxi every 3
years. We had an internal
meeting and decided we were
going to develop a more
affordable solution to help the
drivers keep their cabs.

Grant: And what is the situation now
Irfan?

Irfan: | am very happy to say that

IDTAXIS have the solution to the

trades worries and we are

delighted to inform the trade.

This has taken months

of development and testing and

we also fitted our replacement

Erads to some working TXE taxis

and the results, we are glad to

say, have been fantastic

What is the cost Irfan?

The best news is that we are

pleased to announce that the

replacement Erad Will be £2,495

+ VAT this compares with

Grant:
Irfan:

between £4k - £5k offered
elsewhere. The replacement Erad
also comes with a 40k miles / 1
year warranty ( what ever comes
first). Our replacement Erad has
been carefully constructed to be
as, if not more reliable but at a
fraction of the cost. We hope this
will resolve the major worries
drivers face keeping their TXe
Outside of warranty.
This is great news for drivers
Irfan, when will the Erads be
available?
Irfan: We are happy to say that we have
stock and are ready to go.
Grant: Thank you Irfan
Irfan: No, thank you Grant

Grant:
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CAMBDEN HIGH STREET BEING PEDESTRIANISED IN AN 18-MONTH TRIAL

Anyone who has walked
the length of Camden High
Street is familiar with the
internal pep talk required
before embarking on said
journey.

Repeat after me: don’t take a
CD passed to you by a
stranger (it's not free), don’t
take a shortcut and find
yourself lost in Camden
Market and don’t expect to
see the same Camden that
was once a haven for
subcultures, from mods to
punks and ravers. Oh, and
don’t get run over on the bit of
road outside Camden Town
station exit that sort of seems
pedestrianised but isn't.

But this could all be set to
change, as Camden Council
has announced plans to
pedestrianise the high street.
According to London guru
lanVisits, the entire length of
the road from Camden Town
tube station up to just before
the canal at Hawley Crescent
will be closed off to cars.

TfL has provided £130,000
for development of a trial
which will last 18 months and
is expected to be

implemented in early 2025 at
the very latest. While
emergency vehicles and
bicycles would still be allowed
to use the road, it'll be
completely free of cars, with
deliveries for businesses
diverted to Buck Street.

As many as 40,000 people
are estimated to visit Camden
High Street at any one time,
so opening the road to those
on foot would mean you’d no
longer have to fight for a spot
on the pavement.

Having initially announced
plans to pedestrianise the
high street in 2019, as part of
the GLA-funded Low
Emission Neighbourhood
scheme, the official
consultation is finally up and
running and will be open to
the public until 30 August
2024.

Hoping to ‘expand cultural
activities into the street’, the
plans also include bringing al
fresco dining to Jamestown
Road. What's better than an
Aperol spritz in the sun? A
curbside one.

Despite its history as
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London’s countercultural
hotspot, Camden has
struggled to keep its cool in
recent years. Opening it back
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up the people that live, work
and visit it could be just the
surge of vitality it needs.
The consultation is open to

both residents and visitors to
Camden.

Courtesy of TimeOut

Cricklewood Carriers Cab Co Ltd.

T: 020 8452 5461

1 & 2 Midland Arches, Edgeware Road, Cricklewood, London, NW2 6NJ.

SERVICES, PARTS
& REPAIRS

Nobody knows your black cab better than us.

* Free quotes
e Experienced technicians
e Competitive pricing

- Long standing established London black cab rental & repair garage
- Prompt while you wait service to our loyal customers
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HAS THE PARADOX OF
PRAED STREET, FINALLY
BEEN SOLVED?

The issue of Taxis plying for hire
beside the Paddington Hilton
instead of using the official Taxi
rank on Bishops Bridge has
been a topic of contention
among drivers for many years,
especially new drivers, who
really have no idea of the
troubles the trade faced in the
shadow of the STAN report and
the implementation of minicab
satellite offices.

The concern at Praed Street,
stems from the fact that
passengers arriving at
Paddington Station would often
opted to flag down Taxis
passing the southern exit,
instead of using the designated
Taxi rank.

Many drivers believed the Taxis
waiting outside the Paddington
Hilton were taking advantage of
passengers looking for a more
affordable fare, bypassing the
official Taxi rank and causing
loss of potential income for
legitimate taxi drivers. However,
what these drivers fail to
understand is the reasoning
behind this action and why
some drivers continued to
operate in Praed Street.

In reality, passengers arriving at
Paddington Station were simply
looking for the most cost-
effective way to reach their
destination. By leaving through
the Praed Street exit, they could
easily flag down passing Taxis
and potentially save a few
pounds on their fare. But the
fact that passengers were
leaving the station by the
southern exit in large numbers,
drew the attention of private hire
drivers who saw an opportunity
to illegally attract customers.

Despite being reported to
Transport for London (TfL) on
numerous occasions, the
presence long lines of illegal

Vigilante cabbies
take on the ‘touts’
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touting minicabs in Praed Street

became a common sight. The
lack of enforcement by TfL and
the scarcity of Public Carriage
Officers (PCOs) at this location
only exacerbated the problem,
allowing minicab touts to
operate with impunity.

Recognizing the seriousness of
the situation, certain concermed
individuals similar to the Twitter
Action Group (TAG), the
Mayfair Mob, and the ITA took it
upon themselves to try and
address the issue.

In the past, action groups had
many successes taking work
back from the touts, with
organised 'hits' outside Swallow
Street, Tiger Tiger, OnAnon,
Sketch, Nobu, Hakassan and
Novikov. Just their presence
outside a venue, deterred

, "

Private Hire drivers from touti

ng.

Plus, their actions eventually
resulted in the victory of having
Taxi ranks implemented outside
most of these night venues.

But their action didn't just
concentrate on Mayfair, they
expanded their operations and
ventured on to the City at
Abacus (the Forge), Revolution
and also at Fabric in
Smithfield...also resulting in
ranks being implemented.

These precision 'hits' on venues
go way back to a time before
phone apps, to a time before
PH were licensed, organised by
Jim Wells, chairman of the
newly formed London Cab
Drivers Club.

Mr Ali's was a notorious minicab
office operating from a passage

of a shop in Cranbourne Street,
his cars flooded the area
especially when the theatres
turn out. But Jim Wells led the
actions there most nights and
also at places such as Victoria
Sporting Club, Hombre,
Stringfellow's and the Sports
Café.

It was Jim Wells actions that led
to the formation of groups such
as the Twitter Hit Squad, TAG,
Mayfair Mob and the ITA
groups.

With a track record over the
years of successfully
advocating change, certain
drivers were determined to put
an end to the illegal minicab
touting practices in Praed Street
and London Street, to ensure
the safety and fair treatment of
passengers by legitimate Taxi
drivers.

Unfortunately, as with seen on
many occasions when it comes
to taking action, the trade
becomes fragmented and starts
to tear itself apart, especially on
social media.

The drivers putting themselves
on offer to win back this work

were themselves accused of
touting and many arguments
ensued. Some drivers even
resorted to taking details of their
colleagues and reporting them
to TfL.

The official representative orgs
regularly asked for an official
Taxi rank outside the Hilton, but
were constantly rejected by
both the council and TfL, saying
it would "interfere with traffic flow
and cause congestion."

But now, traffic flow and the fear
of congestion appears to have
gone out the window, as the
pavement has been widened
and a cycle lane has been
added...squeezing the previous
two lanes into just one.

The issue of Taxis ranking for
work outside the Paddington
Hilton was always a complex
one, that required a deeper
understanding of the history and
underlying factors at play. By
working together and holding
authorities accountable, we can
address the problem of illegal
touting and create a safer and
fairer environment for all
stakeholders involved.

L.G.D.C LEADERS NOT FOLLOWERS
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70 black cabs take veterans to Worthing

Over 100 veterans from London and
the home counties enjoyed a day in
Worthing courtesy of volunteer cab
drivers who support the Taxi Charity
for Military Veterans.

After rendezvousing for refreshments in
the village of South Holmwood, the cabs
drove in convoy to the Pavilion Theatre
on the Worthing Pier. The veterans were
welcomed on the Marine Parade by Bob
Smytherman, the official Town Crier for
the Borough of Worthing and Adur,
before entering the magnificent Art Deco
building.

The veterans enjoyed a fish and chip
lunch before guest speaker Matt Hellyer,
the Chief Executive of the charity Pilgrim
Bandits, who reached the rank of
Warrant Officer in the SAS and served in
every conflict over the past three
decades and completed over 400
operations, spoke about his life and
experiences.

Taxi Charity Chairman Colin Mills

thanked the Mayor Of Worthing Clir Ibsha

Choudhury for donating the splendid
venue and finding parking for the cabs
along the seafront.

As is customary on the annual visit to
the coast, which has been a highlight for
veterans since 1948, the guests were
entertained, and had the chance to get
up and dance or join in with the singing
before the raffle was drawn and the cabs
took the veterans home — meter off!

Colin Mills, London Cab Driver and
Chairman of the Taxi Charity for Military
Veterans said, “This was my first
Worthing outing as Chairman of the Taxi
Charity and | am delighted that the team
who organised the day did such a
fantastic job and everyone | spoke to said
they’d had a really good time. On the
journey back home via South Holmwood
| thanked everyone at the village hall and
they were delighted that so many had
stopped off at the village hall on their

journey home from Worthing and |
assured them we will be back next year
and the tradition will continue.”

Afghanistan veteran Ben Mead said,
“Yesterday was a phenomenal day.
Being able to enjoy the camaraderie and
the banter between veterans and the
taxi drivers is truly priceless. Itis like
being in the military where you don't see
each other for weeks, but suddenly
whenever everyone gets together the
conversation and the laughs carry on, as
if it was only yesterday. As always when
leaving to come home, | was full of
happiness and had a huge smile on my
face, thanks to the Taxi Charity for
Military Veterans.”

Andy McClaren who accompanied
WWII veteran Norrie Bartlett to Worthing
said, “Typically superb day laid on by the
cabbies for our cherished vets. Well
organised boy and girls.”
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To find out more about the
support the Taxi Charity
offers to veterans or to
donate visit
www.taxicharity.org

About the Taxi Charity
for Military Veterans
The Taxi Charity is run by
volunteer London black taxi

drivers and has been
supporting thousands of
veterans since 1948. ltis
the only Forces charity that
focuses on providing fun
and entertainment and arranges free trips
(for veterans from all conflicts) to the
Netherlands and France for acts of
commemoration and days out to
museums, concerts, or social events
across the UK.

The charity received the Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service in 2021 and
celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2023, a

remarkable milestone for a small, niche
charity peopled by enthusiastic
volunteers. In 2024, they took a group of
veterans to Normandy for the 80th
anniversary of D-Day.

To fund and facilitate their work, the
charity is whoally reliant on donations,
grants and sponsorship.

www.taxicharity.org
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FOR YOUR FIRST 5 WEEKS

When you join the ComCab London Team

Join ComCab London today and benefit from:

- Fantastic volumes of corporate work — ﬁ App or Fully Fitted equipment,
We have the best customers in the Capital the choice is yours

Refer a Friend Bonus Scheme - Receive £100 & TFL approved card payment
once the driver has completed just 10 jobs supplier with the best rates

We can't wait to welcome you on board - Scan the or to sign up

Sign up today: = Join@comcab.com L 0207 432 1600 J  Google Play .', Appie Store
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A
AS AN L.C.D.C
MEMBER YOU
WILL RECEIVE:

B 24 HOUR DUTY SOLICITOR
EXCLUSIVE TO THE CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor hotline
membership card.
Peace of mind 24 hrs of the day.

B LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City Of London
based solicitors and barristers,
experts in Hackney Carriage and
road traffic law.

B COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC, we will
deal with any complaint that has been
made against you by members of the
public.
Also we will attend the LTPH with you
on any personal appeals that would
affect your licence.

B HEATHROW AIRPORT
REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport working

JOINTHE )
LCDC IN JUST

MINUTES!

: Call 020 7394 5553 -hﬁ._é-"
: Get the DD link sent

to your phone

hard on the trade’s behalf for a fairer,

and more safer future at Heathrow.
B RANKS AND HIGHWAYS

The LCDC attend the Joint Ranks

committee, working hard for more

ranks and more access for the taxi

trade in London.

B CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the office for
any information or up to the date
news on any trade related subject.

B TRADE’S FUTURE
The Club worked tirelessly in bringing
in the green & yellow identifiers to
the taxi trade.
And are always working hard to
protect our future.

B CAB TRADE REPRESENTATION
We are working hard to work with
members of the GLA and also
politicians to fight our corner against
TFL and was a major influence in the
recent “ future proof’ document.

B VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS
The Club works alongside LTC and
Mercedes to deliver a vehicle that meets

Ol

our standard as a London taxi driver.
Recently we have held meetings to work

against the ULEZ strategy and the
introduction of taxi age limits.

B CLUB PROTECTA

To help drivers who have acquired
twelve points keep their licence.

/

JUST
66p a
day!
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* £12 per month is tax deductible

Join over the
phone - just call
and we’ll take
your payment
details

W N —

. Activate the link
- YOU are now a

member of the
London Cab
Drivers’ Club

WELCOME
ABOARD!
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*Limited time offer, exclusively for London|Blagk Cab drivers new to the FREENOW app.&

FOR YOUR FIRT & WEEKS

WHY FREENOW

O ®© ® o

INSURANCE LOYALTY ON-CAB AD PARTNERSHIPS
& PARENTAL PROGRAM OFFER Sevie over 200/ et 6

LEAVE Get access to job offer Earn extra money and food, fuel, and shopping
Get access to sickness priority bonus loyalty points with our partners

and health insurance

and parental leave

SIGN UP CALL
[\ 02038302177
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DRIVERS WTH ON-CAB ADVERTISING

EARN 307 MORE

-BOOST EVERY TRIP

BOOST BOOST YOUR BOOST
YOUR LOYALTY YOUR
EARNINGS STATUS (o] o of o =47

Pay a lower Fast track to Gold Be the first in line
commission rate. with bonus loyalty to receive job
points. offers.
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GET ON-CAB CALL
ADVERTISING 12038302117




SAPPHIRE

GENTLEMENS CLUB
4 Carlisle Street, Soho W1D 3BJ
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B LEVC

SUPPORTING LONDON’S
BLACK TAXI TRADE
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Hello and welcome back to another
issue of The Badge, if you have come
back to read my column again then
thank you.

Work levels appear to be a bit more
buoyant this month over last, very few
taxis around with their lights on at the
busy periods during the day. But | am
still noticing that customers are having
trouble deciding whether a Taxi is For
Hire or not, especially on the Electric
TXe taxis! And | am still noticing some
taxis have the home-made signs in the
front windscreen with “Available” and
“Occupied” on either side!

LEVC did develop a peak for the hire
sign which | believe is still currently a
free option on the TXe and | would be
interested to hear from those of you who
have had it fitted. Is it noisy and does it
make a difference when customers are
hailing you? This is obviously more of a
problem when the sun is shining than of
a night, not that we have seen much
sunshine this year so far and the
forecast is not looking good either.

Cab Chat

| still keep getting asked when we are
going to produce another Cab Chat
show from many of our loyal listeners,
we haven't done a show for quite some
time now and the listeners’ enquiries got
me thinking. So, | called MacTheCab to
sound him out with regards to doing
another show and we jointly came to the
decision to do a special Cab Chat show
for the 10th Anniversary, yes can you
believe that in October it will be 10 years
since we published the first Cab Chat
show. So, for the 10th Anniversary show
we are going to try and get the whole
team back together and see where we
all are now, what we are doing, and how
our lives have changed since we all sat
around the table and recorded a show.
So, stay tuned and look out for Cab
Chat when it pops up in your podcast
feed and after that show we will see
where things go!

They’re Nicking our Work
For years | have heard Taxi drivers
moaning that private hire are nicking our
work and | am probably going to be
denigrated for what | am about to say!

It is no good moaning that we are
losing work when we haven't really got
our own house in order, when you look
around you can still see taxis that look
like they could do with a good wash,
wheel trims missing, adverts peeling off
and flapping in the wind.

| have always driven a clean Taxi, |
cannot stand driving around in a dirty
cab, it gives me pride when people
comment on how clean and shiny my
cab is, and yes you could say that it
doesn’t earn me any more money, but it
does give me a sense of pride. We all
worked extremely hard to become
London Taxi Drivers and we should be
proud of our achievement, but we
cannot rest on our laurels thinking that
because we are the “Gold Standard” of
drivers around the World, that should be
enough for the customers!

We should be showing the customers
that we are the Gold Standard by
presenting clean and tidy taxis, be

presentable in the way we dress and be
courteous to the customers, they are
after all, paying our wages, it's how we
earn a living.

| have never been an advocate for
having adverts on Taxis, to some extent
it cheapens us, but adverts have been
posted on Taxis for decades now and |
cannot see them disappearing any time
soon. Some of the liveries have been
quite good but some have looked quite
tacky.

| also realise that carrying an advert on
your taxi provides an additional form of
income but at what cost? You could
argue that having adverts on taxis in
some cases loses us customers, but
some customers actively look for taxis
with a particular advert for a special
occasion or event.

Driving around with a peeling advert
that is flapping in the wind does nothing
for the image of our trade, in fact it does
the opposite and makes us look cheap
and tacky. | know this is not the fault of
the driver as most taxis carrying adverts
are rental cabs, but the companies
applying these adverts should ensure
that they do not come away from the
panels.

The other thing that | think makes us
look less than professional is missing or
broken wheel trims - the number of taxis
that | see driving around with wheel
trims missing seems to be on the
increase again. Wheel trims are not
overly expensive even for a set of 4! A
new set of wheel trims and a clean cab
can really go a long way towards
presenting the right image to our fare
paying customers.

So come on guys and girls, let's not
drive around cocooned in our cabs
thinking we are the best in the World, we
already know that we are, but we need
to show the travelling public that we are
the best in the World. Portraying the

right image goes a long way and first
impressions count - keep our cabs
clean, decent wheel trims, dress
presentable and be nice, being polite
and courteous costs nothing.

Social Media & Doom and Gloom
Social media has become common
place in people’s lives over the past 10
years and no